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Hospitals Focus Vaccination Efforts on Health Care Workers, Community Partners 
State offers website, app to determine eligibility, locate vaccination sites  

 
 
PLATTSBURGH, NY (01/12/2020) - The three University of Vermont Health Network New York 
hospitals continue to focus on the vaccination of front line health care workers and community 
health care partners as outlined in the New York State (NYS) Vaccine Administration Plan and 
will not, at this time, be offering the vaccine to New Yorkers in Tier 1b of that plan: those 75 and 
older, correction officers, teachers and other essential workers.    
  
However, according to CVPH Vice President of Population Health and Information Services 
Wouter Rietsema, MD, should the supply of vaccine increase, we will move to Tier 1b. “For now, 
hospitals must prioritize unvaccinated health care workers from the 1A group,” he explained. 
Rietsema serves as coordinator for the NYS designated Northern New York Regional 
Vaccination Hub, supporting seven counties in their community vaccination initiatives.    
  
The state has created two resources for people seeking information on vaccine eligibility and 
appointments.  The “Am I Eligible App” (https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/) can 
help determine eligibility and find a list of providers where appointments can be made and a 
Vaccination Hotline, 1 (833) 697-4829 can also be used.  
  
In an announcement about expanding the plan to include this new group, New York State 
Governor Andrew Cuomo asked all New Yorkers to be patient as the supply of vaccine is limited 
nationally.  There are currently 4 million eligible New Yorkers in this new priority group, 
according to Governor Cuomo, and the state receives on average 300,000 doses each week. 
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Those who secure an appointment to be vaccinated via the app or hotline should expect a date 
as far as 14-weeks in the future.  
 
Since late December of 2020, Alice Hyde Medical Center in Malone, CVPH in Plattsburgh and 
Elizabethtown Community Hospital in Elizabethtown have been engaged in vaccinating their 
teams and other health care partners as directed by the state.  
  
Residents and staff at nursing homes and other long-term care facilities continue to be 
vaccinated through a federal program, which the state is providing resources to accelerate. 
  
“It’s wonderful that so many want to be vaccinated – it is an important step in putting this 
pandemic behind us. In the meantime, patience is required,” explained Rietsema who added, “It 
continues to be vital that everyone continue to wear masks, maintain social distancing, avoid 
gatherings, practice hand hygiene and stay home if you are ill. We know what works in slowing 
the spread of the disease. It’s important that we continue doing all of those things.”  
 
 
 

###  
 

About Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital 
The University of Vermont Health Network - Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital (CVPH) is a private, not-for profit hospital in Plattsburgh, NY.  
Established in 1967 with the merger of Champlain Valley and Physicians Hospitals, CVPH joined Fletcher Allen Partners in 2012, which in 2014 
became The University of Vermont Health Network.  Together with its partner hospitals, the UVM Medical Group and a home health agency, 
CVPH provides high quality, cost effective care, close to home. Services include an award winning cardiac services program, accredited cancer 
center, freestanding ambulatory surgery center, comprehensive rehabilitation services and a 24 hour physician-staffed Emergency Department.  
Governed by a 15-member Board of Directors, CVPH is accredited by the Joint Commission and licensed by New York State and 
Medicare/Medicaid Approved.  Learn more at UVMHealth.org/CVPH or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
 

  
 
 
About The University of Vermont Health Network 
The University of Vermont Health Network is an integrated system serving the residents of Vermont and northern New York with a shared 
mission: working together, we improve people’s lives.  The partners are:  
 

 The University of Vermont Medical Center    

 The University of Vermont Health Network Medical Group 

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Alice Hyde Medical Center 

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Central Vermont Medical Center  

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital  

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Elizabethtown Community Hospital  

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Porter Medical Center  

 The University of Vermont Health Network – Home Health & Hospice 
 
Our 4,000 health care professionals are driven to provide high-quality, cost-efficient care as close to home as possible. Strengthened by our 
academic connection to the University of Vermont, each of our affiliates remains committed to its local community by providing 
compassionate, personal care shaped by the latest medical advances and delivered by highly skilled experts. 
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